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Scoping for the ‘iconic’ Grampians Peaks Trail 
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The Grampians Peaks Trail (GPT) was conceived as an iconic 
walking experience to show visitors the beauty of Gariwerd’s natu- 
ral and cultural landscapes. By 2021 over 20 000 visitors are ex- 
pected annually to undertake parts or all of the 13 day walk, which 
is to have 12 “hiker camps’ over the 160 km trail. 


The route runs close to many Grampians peaks between Mt Zero in 
the north and Dunkeld in the south. At this stage only the 60 km 
trail has been completed — all on existing trails upgraded to final 
GPT standard. Construction of the 100 km of new trail proposed 1s 
still delayed by the thorough but time consuming planning and per- 
mit process. 


In 2016 members of Ballarat bushwalking groups were invited by 
the Park warden to assist with scoping of the route of the proposed 
GPT, until Parks Victoria employed its own scoping team in 2017. 
We combined our own mountaineering experience of the Park with 
the knowledge of local landowners land-owners and conservation- 
ists. Subsequently the group provided input at community bush- 
walking meetings in Halls Gap on issues such as design of hiker 
camps and shelters, tent platforms and water supply. About 30 
bushwalkers took part in over 15 interesting days of scoping, and 
more than 100 flowering plants and animals were photographed. 
Three FNCB members were involved. 


Our scoping tasks were mainly in southern and central sectors, from 
Mt William south to Dunkeld, as this area was least known to Park 
staff at that stage. We started on a section of Day 11 of the route at 
Yarram Gap and walked south along Mt William Range to Mt 
Christabel. 
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Local 
conservationists 
___ Bill Weatherly 
and Doug Craig 
and Serra Range 
to the west 


This relatively low Range provided stunning views west to the rug- 
ged Serra Range and east across the volcanic plains of the Western 
District. 


Later we scoped alternative routes over 3 days from Mt Christabel, 
south to Cassidy Gap Hiker camp. We also looked at routes up 
Signal Peak and south to Mt Abrupt where vegetation 1s very differ- 
ent, and then south to the last Hiker ‘Sat before ay 13 to Mt Stur- 
geon and the finish at ig Be 3 


ae oe 
ae 


Dunkeld. Meee 


Grampians Boronia 
Boronia latinna 
on Mt Rosea 
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Start: Mt Zeros Grampians Peaks Trail 


- approx 160 km route 
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Current 36 km 
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Dunkeld - finish 


One interesting section involved seeking a suitable route south 
from Major Mitchell Plateau to a new Hiker campsite near Jimmy 
Ck, separate from the old trail and linked to a new ‘Road- 

head’ (1.e. are-supply and GPT entry-exit point). The most rugged 
sections covered on our scoping days were those along the Mt Wil- 
liam Range south of Jimmy Creek. This rocky ridge looks a scenic 
route but is extremely slow-going and took 6 hours to cover only 3 
km. The GPT route has been moved west of the main ridge but still 
in very wild country, with fascinating geology and vegetation, and 
huge trail building challenges. 


Scoping group 
on the narrow 
Mt William 


ridge 


Margaret Rich 
explains a site 
of a painting by 
Eugene von 
Guerard near 
Yarram Gap 


After some time working in the south, we were asked to offer an 
opinion on a section of the GPT between the first Hiker camp at 
Barigar and the Roses Gap road. This provided a very new perspec- 
tive on the Trail — of much larger expanses of dry rocky slopes and 
difficult wet season creek crossings. 


The rugged Mt Difficult and Briggs Bluff form a spectacular back- 
eround, and the contrast between high rocky slopes and lower creek 
valleys is very stark. 
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View south 
from Barigar 
Falls towards 
Mt. Difficult 
range 


Grampians Biological and Cultural values 


The Grampians/Gariwerd is recognized as a core biodiversity area 
and the most important botanical reserve in Victoria. The region has 
highly significant cultural heritage values — particularly Aboriginal, 
but also European sites. Grampians National Park features 3 State 
Reference Areas and 167 threatened species (26 endemic) including 
the Heath Mouse. The Park has the highest concentration of rock art 
sites in Victoria and it is integral to the Dreaming of the Gournditch- 
Mara, Kirrae Wurrung and Wotjobaluk Nations. As part of the plan- 
ning process for the GPT valuable new information has been gath- 
ered through surveys of Aboriginal artifacts, rock-art sites, scarred 
trees and quarries, etc. 


Progress of GP Trail construction 


While only 60 of the 160 km GP Trail are complete to date, major 
progress has been made on planning the Trail grade and widths, 
sources of disease-free gravel, and vegetation offsets for every 
metre of vegetation to be destroyed by the trail. Designs for camp 
layout, shelters, toilets, water storage and tent platforms for the 
12 hiker camps are complete and building contracts are being let. 
Trail heads to roads are also planned. Four of the campsites will 
need helicopter resupply for water and toilet maintenance. 


Final work on completing the 100 km of new trail will start soon — 
using helicopters to cart gravel, stone masons for step construction 
and placement of steel steps on very steep sections. Major sections 
of old trail have been laid with steel mesh to protect valuable vege- 
tation on Major Mitchell 
Plateau. 


Ixodia achillaeoides 
Mountain Daisy 


A model Hiker Campsite 
built at Bugiga near Mt 
Rosea car park in 2017 


caused special interest, and 
has allowed bushwalkers to have major input on matters of design 
of tent platforms, shelters for cooking (and bad weather), toilets, 
and water supply. Not all of our suggestions are accepted, but the 
new platforms will be square, and shelters will use more traditional 
hut designs that also allow water collection. Suggestions for hand- 
pumped water have been ignored. 
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Dunkeld 


Because of delays in permits for construction, a 36 km GPT loop 
was opened in 2017 to allow Park visitors a taste of the proposed 
trail (see map). This loop goes from Halls Gap west through Venus 
Baths and Wonderland to the Pinnacles and Bugiga Camp on Day 1. 
On Day 2 the route goes over Mt Rosea (800 m asl) and then down 
to use the old Borough Huts. On Day 3 walkers return to Halls Gap. 
Two commercially run ‘Signature Experiences’ are also being 
planned, a Northern walk featuring Peaks and Aboriginal Heritage, 
and a Southern walk focusing on Biodiversity and Culinary experi- 
ences. 


Sustaining the iconic nature of the trail 


To all who love the Grampians/Gariwerd, visions of 1000s of back- 
packers accessing sensitive Grampians ecosystems are a major con- 
cern. Our plea now is for as many Field Naturalists and Bushwalkers 
as possible to venture onto the new Trail in their favorite areas, and 
to provide the feedback vitally needed by Park managers to ensure 
that biodiversity and cultural values are safeguarded. I hope that PV 
will soon re-establish the community engagement process needed to 
achieve their goals in bio-diversity protection and enhancement in 
the Park. John Petheram 


2019 Membership is due now 


Annual Subscriptions 


Ordinary Member (Adult) $35 
Family $55 
Distant Member (includes postage) $20 
Student $15 
Newsletter Postage for ordinary members $12 


Fees may be paid by EFT or at any branch of the Bendigo Bank: 
Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat Inc., 

Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000 A/c # 1191 12290 

Please include your name as reference. 


For your convenience, an electronic copy of the Membership Re- 
newal Form was sent with this newsletter to all current members. 
Return the completed form to the Secretary once you have paid this 
year’s subscription. If you would like a paper renewal form, please 
get in touch with the Secretary. 


Thank you for continuing to support Field Nats! 


Club Camp Update 
Members who have booked to attend the camp at Apollo Bay 


in March - it is time to make your final payment. 


Thank You. 


SURVEY FOR FORESTS 
The Victorian Government in partnership with Traditional Owners 1s 
embarking on a major program to reform the State’s forest manage- 
ment and guide the modernisation of the Victorian Regional Forest 
Agreements. 
The community 1s key to shaping the future management and use of 
our forests because public forests are for the community. 
You are invited to answer this survey to provide your views on how 
forest management can be improved, and what you would like from 
forests into the future. 


To get involved, or find our more visit: 
https://engage.vic.gov.au/future-of-our-forests 
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My Nature Year 


In December, Club Member Andy Arnold showed a wide variety of 
images from his travels around the world: 
Native Caraway 

Grasshopper on Billy Button 

Orb weaver spider 

Bleached dead Snow Gum, Hotham 

Marine excursion March 2018, Torquay 

Sea Urchin, Isle of Cumbrae 

Charles Darwin’s statue and school, Shrewsbury 
Sunset, Shropshire Hills 

Skeleton of kangaroo, Narmbool 

Leaf chewing beetles, Enfield State Park 


Dahlia Anemone 
(Tealia sp. ) from 
Firth of Clyde, 
Isle of Cumbrae, 
Scotland 


"The Mount" the home of 7 fae 
Charles Darwin's father, 
Dr Robert Darwin in 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 
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The wall of the 
room where Charles 
Darwin was born on 
12 February 1809 
(210 years ago) 


Excursion Update - Sunday, March 3", 2019 


This month’s excursion is to Drysdale, St. Leonards and Ocean 


Grove. Note the earlier starting time. 
Meet at Fed Uni car park at 8.50 am to depart at 9.00 am. 


Members may join the excursion at the following stops: 


First stop 1s Lake Lorne, Drysdale at 11.00 am for morning tea 
at the Railway Station Carpark off Portarlington Rd 


Lunch at Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, Grubb Road 1.00 pm 


Contact John G. for more information. 


Excerpts of Club Meeting Minutes — Dec. 7, 2018 
Opening and Apologies 
Attendance: President John Gregurke welcomed 30 members and 12 
visitors. 
Apologies: Peter & Claire Dalman, Anna & Chris Baulch, Bill Mur- 
phy, Bill Casey, Mike Sorrell, Steve Sorrell, John Morrish, Mark 
Moravec, Kathy Elder, Ken Hammond, Peter Billings 


Moved: E. Thurgood Seconded: B. Cheesman Carried. 
Reports: 
Treasurer's Report: Opening bal: $8,275.13 
Income $520.00 


Expenses $582.25 
Closing bal: $8,212.88 
Moved: L. Hanrahan Seconded: A. Arnold Carried. 


General Business 
Club Camp update. 16 members have registered to attend the Club 
Camp to be held in Apollo Bay on March 25-27, 2019. 


There is a wonderful opportunity to join the FNCB Committee at 
the March AGM. Nomination forms available at the March Club 
Meeting. Please speak to a member of the Committee 1f you are 
interested or would like more information. 


Show & Tell/ Field Reports 

Paul reported Blue-banded Bees buzz-pollinating the tomatoes in his 
ereenhouse, Blue-winged Parrots nesting in his Mt Egerton garden 
having at least one chick, and a nearby grass fire in late January 
quickly attracting Kites and Brown or Black Falcons. 
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Andy had several Lepidopteran sightings over January: Macleays 
Swallow-tail adults were feeding on the nectar of flowering Trig- 
gerplants (Stylidium sp.) on Mt Baw Baw. In his Alfredton garden, 
Common Brown Butterflies Heteronympha merope merope fed on 
the prolific Bursaria spinosa flowers and a Barred Skipper Dispar 
compacta visited his Isotoma flowers. An Australian Reed Warbler 
popped over from the wetland opposite to feed on the many small 
insects covering his Nodding Saltbush Einadia nutans. 

Carol brought along a copy of an article in The Courier featuring the 
planned removal of one hectare of the introduced willows at Jubilee 
Lake, Daylesford, and a vigorous defence of willows by David 
Holmgren from the Ballarat Permaculture Guild. 

Margaret R. recognised her first Blue-banded Bees in her Mt Helen 
garden thanks to her Ballarat Environment Network calendar. 

John G. has found several Marbled Geckos around his Wendouree 
property over January. He also mentioned the opportunity to have 
your say on the City of Ballarat website at the moment on their Ur- 
ban Tree Study. 

John Mildren reported the extra entertainment provided by a large 
female Huntsman moving around a wall and bats flying amongst the 
rafters in a disused Blampied church during an Organs of the Gold- 
fields event. 

Les has seen 30 pelicans, 6 Yellow-billed Spoonbills, 2 Great Egrets 
and a White-faced Heron on his dam in January. He also spotted a 
rare Sword-grass Brown Butterfly amongst Gahnia in the Wombat 
Forest in Jan. 

Elizabeth told us about the problem of wild pigs in the Beaufort/ Mt 
Cole area, and the capture of 5 sows in a trap and dispatch of a boar 
in the Chute/ Waterloo area over January. 

Roger brought along a beautiful specimen of a cultivated Silky Blue- 
erass, Dicanthium sericeum, the special features of which he point- 
ed out. Apparently the closest it grows naturally to Ballarat 1s Bac- 
chus Marsh. 

Visitor Sharon L. told of a “horrendous noise” that garnered her at- 
tention about 10pm one night in Jan, discovering that the noise was 
being made by an immature Tawny Frogmouth being fed by its par- 
ents in her backyard along Yendon No. | Rd. 

Emily saw her first ever pair of Peacock Spiders Maratus pavonis, 
with the male performing his wonderful mating dance in the dry 
Springdallah Creek bed at Clarkesdale Bird Sanctuary. At the same 
place, she had also seen numerous large (4cm long) Robber Flies 
with prey such as moths, grasshoppers and wasps over the last 
month. 
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COMING EVENTS - 2019 


March 
Fri l AGM followed by Members’ Images - Trees 
Sun 3 Excursion to Bellarine Peninsula 

led by John Gregurke, FNCB 


Sat/Sun 23/24 SEANA Autumn gathering and meeting 
Mon - Wed 25-27 FNCB Club camp at Apollo Bay 


April 
Fri5 Wildlife of the Otways & the Shipwreck Coast, presented by 
Grant Palmer, Federation University 
Sun 7 Excursion to Lakes Learmonth and Burrumbeet (pm) then 
spot-lighting at Woowookarung RP led by John Gregurke 
and Marian Weaving, FNCB 


Committee 

President John Gregurke 
Vice Pres Fran Hanrahan 
Secretary Emily Noble 
Treasurer Les Hanrahan 

Andy Arnold 

Bill Elder 

Val Hocking 

John Petheram 

Elspeth Swan 

Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 


Email: Secretary:- Emily Noble 
Editor: Bull Elder 


Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 


Club email: ballaratfnc@gmail.com 


Meetings are held at Federation University Gillies St Campus on the first 
Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 

Excursions: Leave from the carpark of Federation University Gillies St 
Campus at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
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